FCC E-Rate NPRM/FNPRM (FCC 26-41) - Summary of Questions
Whether E-Rate should still exist / be narrowed
1. Has E-Rate fulfilled Congress's original 1996 mandate now that ~99% of schools/libraries have broadband? Should it sunset or be limited? Does the FCC have legal authority to narrow or terminate the program?
1. Should support be limited to rural areas or single-provider areas?
1. Should discount tiers/rates be restructured?
1. Should self-provisioned construction, dark fiber, and other "expanded" eligible services be cut back?
1. Should the pre-2011 "educational purpose" presumption for on-premises activity be reversed?
Children's screen time / educational purpose
1. Should E-Rate funding be conditioned on schools imposing screen-time limits or parental opt-outs — and who should set those limits (FCC vs. local school boards)?
1. Should Head Start/pre-K eligibility be curtailed or limited to public-school-affiliated programs?
1. What's the FCC's statutory authority (if any) beyond CIPA to regulate screen time?
CIPA interpretation
1. Does CIPA apply only to school/library-owned devices, or should it extend to third-party/BYOD devices and network-level filtering?
1. Should Internet safety policies, public notice/hearing requirements, and CIPA compliance documentation be made more rigorous or public?
Consultant oversight (FNPRM)
1. Comment on the proposed definition of "consultant," the new annual certification/disclosure form (Form 5654), the consultant registration database (CRN, SSN digits, training), the ban on percentage-based consultant fees, and required recordkeeping (LOAs, fee agreements).
Program administration streamlining (FNPRM)
1. End the Kalamazoo exception allowing pre-existing contracts without new competitive bidding.
1. Require written/certified service substitutions.
1. Require consortium members to certify compliance directly (Form 479) rather than relying on the consortium lead.
1. Codify certification language consistently across all forms.
Cost-effectiveness / competitive bidding
1. How to handle situations with one or zero bids (cap reseller margins? 
1. Whether Managed Internal Broadband Services (MIBS) should remain eligible, and how to ensure cost-effectiveness.
1. Clarify/strengthen the Lowest Corresponding Price (LCP) rule (definitions of "similarly situated," continuing-violation theory, certifications).
